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not that I intend to plead machinery, and escape from                              Vfc

the censure due to the faults which I have committed.
I only would have you consider that judgment is a                             K

natural gift, as well as imagination and force of mind
is in a great measure independent of our endeavours :
think of me as I am, and pronounce accordingly. I
esteem and love my father, and I am determined to do
what is in my power to make him easy and happy;

but you will allow that I may endeavour to make him                             ^    ;-^

happy and at the same time not be too hard upon myself.*                             *   ^

I must use you so much with the freedom of a friend
as to tell you that, with the vivacity which you allowed
me, I have a melancholy disposition. To escape from
the gloom of dark speculation, I have made excursions
into the fields of amusement, perhaps of folly. I have
found that amusement and folly are beneath me, and
that without some laudable pursuit my life must be
insipid and wearisome ; I therefore took the resolution
of leaving London, and settled myself for the winter
at Utrecht, where I recovered my inclination for study
and rational thinking. I then laid my account with
travelling for a couple of years, but I found my father's
views to be entirely different. You saw the letter which
I wrote him from this, and I flatter myself that you
approved of it. I cannot expect his answer for some
weeks ; in the meantime he tells me that he would not
i.oppose my passing another winter at Utrecht, so that
he does not grudge the time which I ask. As for the
money, I should think for one year a little extra-
ordinary expense is not thrown away, when it is also
to be considered that what I spend now I shall not
have some years hence. My father seems much against
my going to Italy, but gives me leave to go from there
and pass some months in Paris. I own that the words
of the Apostle Paul, *CI must see Rome," are strongly